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Some of the Abuſes C omplained of at Billing ba 
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te, Bear- 
Key , and other Publick Markets within the City of 
LONDON, Humbly Offerd to the Conſideration of the 


Honourable Houſe of Commons for Redreſs. 
HELZE 


HA T Two or Three particular Perſons take upon them to Foreſtal and Ingroſs 
moſt of the Fiſh as it is brought to Billing/gate Market, which they ſell again in the 
ſame Market to Retailers, who many of them likewiſe ſell the ſame again in the 
ſaid Market ; which PraQtice tends greatly to Inhance the Price thereof, and is 

| againſt the Laws of this Kingdom : And though the City Officers have a Duty 

| paid them as Clerks of this Market, and whoſe Office and Duty it is to Prevent or 


Proſecute theſe Enormities, yet they cannot be prevailed with ſo to do, but by their Corrupt Con- 
nivance thereat give Encouragement thereunto. 


T HE aforeſaid Officers have likewiſe a Rate or Toll upon Corn and Grain brought to be ſold 
in the Port of LONDON, for crying thereof, to the end that publick Knowledge might be had 
of the Quantity and Quality of the ſame, which, if practiced, would be of great Advantage to 
all the KING's Subjeds inhabiting in and about this City, who have any occaſion to buy Corn 
or Grain; but the ſaid Officers wholly negle& to do the ſaid Duty, and yet take the Money only 
due upon Account thereof ; and Foreſtalling, Regrating, and Ingroſling of Corn and Grain brought 
to and ſold inthe ſaid Port, is daily pratticed with Impunity, notwithſtanding the faid Officers 
are Yeomen of the Water-lide, and Clerks of the Markets of Billing ſgate and Fear- Key. 


I T is Humbly Prayed Care may be taken to Redreſs theſe Abuſes (in the AQ depending ) for 
Billingſgate Market as to fix certain Hours ior the beginning of each Market, the better to prevent 

_ Foreſtalling, Regrating, and other Irregularities, and that thoſe Perſons who bring Fiſh, Corn and 
Grain to the Markets of Billinsſgate and Bear-Key, may be only permitted to ſell the ſame in the 
ſaid Markets; and that the Quality and Quantity of Corn brought into the River of Thames, may 


be ſet up at Bear-XKey every Market Day, purſuant to an Order lately made by the Court of Al- 
derryen for that purpoſe. 


AND whereas purſuant to an A& of Parliament made the 224. of Charles the Second, Ground 
was ſet out and purchaſed by the City of London, with Money given and appropriated by the faid 
AQ for that purpoſe, for other Gommon and Publick Market Places, and Market Houſes were 
erected vpon Pillars in the ſaid Ground (fo ſet out and purchaſed as aforeſaid) and left open for 


the Shelter of Country Market People bringing Food and Victuals to the faid City to Sell four Mar- 
ket Days inthe Week. 


BUT contrary to the Deſign and Intent of the ſaid At, and the Nature and Conſtitution of all 
Publick Markets, the Farmers of the faid Markets have filled the ſaid Market Houſes with in- 
cloſed Shops, and built ſeveral other Incloſures with Locks and Keys in the ſaid Markets, which 
they Lett out for a Yearly Rent, ſome for Ale-Houſes, Warehouſes, Brandy Shops, Poulterers, 
Fiſhmongers, Chandlers, moſt of whom are Huckſters, Foreſtallers and Regraters, who keep them 
every Day in the Week, contrary to the Laws and Conſtitutions of the ſaid Markets, to the great 
Diſcouragement and Hindrance of the Country People bringing Food and Vicuals there to ſell, 
who are either kept out and forced to {ell their Vitals in the Common Streets, to the great Ob- 
ſtrution thereof, or elſe thruſt by the Farmers under the Pent-Houſes of the Neighbouring 
Houſes, to the very great Nuſance of the Inhabitants thereof, and great Oppreſſion of the Market 
People, who are generally forced to pay both the Farmer and the Houſe-keeper a certain Rent, 
which hath ruined many of them, and cavſed others to leave the ſaid Markets, to the Inhancing 
the Prices of Food and Viauals: And Meal is wholly excluded the ſaid Markets for want of 
Room and Shelter therein, by reaſon of the Erections and Incloſures aforeſaid, to the very great 


Damage of all the K 1 N G's SubjeQts inhabiting in and about the City of London, frequenting the 
ſaid Markets to buy Provilions there. 


IT is therefore likewiſe Humbly Prayed, That effeAval Proviſion may be made in the in- 
tended AQ aforeſaid, to lay open all incloſed Ale-Houſes, Shops and Warehouſes erected in 
the Markets aforeſaid (which were intended to be open) for the Common Uſe of Market People, 
bringing Food and Victuals there to fel] upon the Market Days appointed for that purpoſe; and 
that the Days and Hours may be duly obſerved, for the. betrer Incouragement of the Country 
Market People, and preventing Foreſtalling, Regrating, Ingroſſing, &c. which Practices have and 
do greatly Inhance the Price of ViQuals in the faid City, &c. to the unſpeakable Damage of the 


Inhabitants in and about the ſame, eſpecially the Poor Handicrafts and Labouring Men, and 
their Fanulies, 


Note, The City hath been fo Cautious in their Leaſe of the Publick Markets to the ſaid Farmers, 
that they have lett them the Market Ground only ſo far as they had power to do with ſuch Sheds, Vi 
Booths, &c. as were uſed for Markets by the Market-People the 2d. of November, 1686, or Four 
Tears before, at which time none of the Nuſances complained of were eretted. And therefore the 
Removing them can no way affe& the City, inreſt«@ to their ſaid Leaſe. 


